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of dramatic poetry which had fallen into a cheap
Aristophanie scurrility and general decay through
the contempt1 cxprcssc.il towards its makers* In
addressing his dedicatory epistle with character-
istic moral courage "to the two most noble and
most equal sisters, the two famous Universities,
for their love and acceptance shewn to this poem
in the presentation"* Jonson, with a sublime faith
in his own powers, admitted that the times were
out of join^ but that his was the mission to set
them right. It would be too much to claim that
this clear trumpet-call for justice, the restoration
to dramatic poetry of its divine rights, blew down
the Willis of prejudice, but it certainly shook them
to their very foundations* Once its cogency had
bitten into the cultured mind, the literary en-
franchisement of the self-respecting dramatist
was his for the asking, To my mind, there is no
valid reason for doubting that Jonson's remark-
able address formed the singular "precedent11
referred to by Button the publisher, to which 1
have already drawn attention, but the evidence
is not at all clear, and the point therefore requires
some arguing* Seeing that, by some oversight,
the play was not entered on the Stationers*
Register, it Is difficult to determine when Vt/jxatt
was published. It is true that Jonsoa dates Ms